
Natural 

Disaster 

A natural event such as a flood, earthquake, or hurricane that causes great 

damage or loss of life 

 

Volcano A mountain or hill which has a crater or vent through which lava, rock 

fragments, hot vapour, and gas are or have been erupted from the earth's 

crust. 

 

Ring of Fire A major area in the basin of the Pacific Ocean where a large number of 

earthquakes and volcanic eruptions occur 

 

Tectonic Plate A segment of the Earth's crust that moves relative to other segments and 

is characterized by volcanic and seismic activity around its margins. 

 

Active A volcano that has had at least one eruption during the past 10,000 years. 

 

Extinct 

 

A volcano that has not had an eruption for at least 10,000 years and is not 

expected to erupt again in the future. 

 

Dormant A temporarily inactive volcano. 

 

Crater An opening in the Earth's surface through which volcanic materials erupt, 

also known as a vent. 

 

Lava Molten rock which usually comes out of erupting volcanoes. 

 

Magma Molten rock found in the earth’s core. 

 

Crust Earth's outermost, rocky layer. 

 

Conduit A passage through which magma flows in a volcano. 

 

Earthquake A disturbance of the earth’s surface that happens when a section of the 

earth’s crust is drawn together or shortened. 

 

Seismograph An instrument that measures and records details of earthquakes, such as 

force and duration. 

 

Richter Scale A scale that is used to measure the magnitude, or strength, of the 

earthquake. 

 

Safety Taking steps to keep out of danger. 

 

 



 

What is a Richter scale? 

The Richter Scale is a scale that is used to 

measure the magnitude, or strength of the 

earthquake. The scale is based on a range 

from one to ten. One (1) represents the 

weakest earthquake and ten (10) the 

strongest. 

 

 

How often do earthquakes occur? 

Earthquakes occur almost daily. Although 

many are not felt, over one million 

earthquakes occur each year. 

 

 

What should you do in case of an earthquake? 

Find a safety spot (under a table, against a wall 

away from things that might fall on you or if you’re 

outside, away from buildings/ trees), crouch down 

and cover your head, wait in your safety spot until 

the shaking stops, check to see if you’re hurt, be 

prepared for aftershocks, be on the lookout for fires 

and people who may be injured.  

 

 

 

Which is the largest volcanic 

island? 

The largest volcanic island is 

Iceland, at 39,702 sq mi / 102,828 

sq km. It was formed by volcanic 

activity along the mid-Atlantic 

ridge, and is essentially exposed 

ocean floor. 


